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NOTES AND NEWS 

The following, from the Athenaeum, is the summary of a paper read 
by Mr. H. Wildon Carr before the Aristotelian Society, on April 6, on 
" Impressions and Ideas — the Problem of Idealism " : " The description 
of experience as consisting of impressions and ideas, which we owe to 
Hume, is convenient for illustrating the problem of psychological ideal- 
ism. This is the view that psychical states are the only data of knowl- 
edge, and, followed to its logical consequence, it involves the theory known 
as solipsism. This is the theory that the knower and his conscious states 
are the only reality, and it is universally rejected as incredible. But 
idealist theories do not and can not meet it by a direct logical refutation ; 
they reject it on the ground of absurdity, and for the most part resolve 
themselves into theories of the nature of independent reality. When the 
ground of an argument can not be disputed, and the logical conclusion 
can not be accepted, the only alternative is skepticism. This skepticism 
can be and has to be stated as an ultimate positive philosophical doctrine, 
and it was so stated by Hume." 

The Society for Philosophical Inquiry of Washington, D. C, held a 
meeting on May 5, at the George Washington University, in commemora- 
tion of Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz. The program was as follows: 
" Leibniz's Doctrine of the Pre-established Harmony," by Professor 
George L. Raymond ; " Leibniz's Doctrine of Free Will," by Professor 
George M. Sauvage; "Leibniz's Theodicy," by Dr. Edward E. Richard- 
son ; " Leibniz's Lasting Contribution to Philosophy," by Dr. William 
M. Coleman. 

Professor A. L. Kboeber, of the University of California, has re- 
turned from an ethnological visit to the Mohave Indians of Arizona and 
California. His investigations continued previous studies of the myth- 
ology, rituals, and music of the tribe. A survey of nearly three hundred 
shellmounds on the northern shores of San Francisco Bay has recently 
been completed by the department of anthropology of the university. 

The Right Hon. A. J. Balfour, F.R.S., has been elected a correspond- 
ing member of the French Academy of Moral and Political Sciences in 
succession to Lord Reay, who has been elected an associate. 

Professor Charles H. Judd, of Tale University, will be one of the 
lecturers in the new department of psychology and pedagogy at Chau- 
tauqua this summer. 

Mr. Henry Wilde, D.C.L., F.R.S., already a liberal benefactor of 
Oxford University, has given £4,000 to found a lectureship in natural 
and comparative religion. 

Mr. H. B. Alexander, at present engaged in literary work at Spring- 
field, Mass., has been appointed professor of philosophy at the University 
of Nebraska. 



